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THe Decay or DoGMATISM. 


Middle-aged practitioners can remember the 
days when dogmatism and an assumption of in- 
fallibility in diagnosis were very common amongst 
us. Veterin surgeons adopted this pose, not 
only to their clients, but very often also in con- 
verse with their colleagues. In many cases those 
who did so, however ignorant and narrow they 
may have been, were quite genuine. The experi- 


enced practioner who, though he might admit to| f¢ 


having made diagnostic errors in his youth, had 
apparently reached the firm conviction that he had 
outlived the possibility of making others, was a 
common type in the profession. Sometimes he 
was at bottom a conscious impostor, sometimes 
merely an honest ignoramus. 

One of the healthiest signs in the veterinary life 
of this century is the almost universal abandon- 
ment of the old tendency to dogmatism. Practic- 
ally all veterinary surgeons now freely admit, to 
themselves and to each other at least, that they 
are often at fault as regards diagnosis—that mak- 
ing a wrong diagnosis, and failure to arrive at any 
clear diagnosis at all, are alike frequent in their 
work. Every veterinary journal, and almost every 
published discussion of a {veterinary society, illus- 
trates the recognition of this truth; and probably 
many young members do not realise how great an 
alteration from the professional ideas of a genera- 
tion or two ago it marks. Various causes have 
united to bring about the change. One was the 
broadening of our clinical and pathological know- 
ledge, and another the personal influence of a few 
men, the most prominent of whqm in this connec- 
tion, perhaps, was the late William Hunting. The 
great thing is that the change is here, and that it 
is altogether a good one for the profession. 

Such changes always take time to filter down to 
the less educated section of the community; and 
there are still many clients who expect dogmatism 
and infallibility from us. Unfortunately there are 
some veterinary surgeons who deem it wise to 
humour them, and so keep up the old delusion. 
Apart from the question of honesty, the practice is 
impolitic; for we should work better with our 
clients if they understood that an assured diagnosis 
is often impossible. Every member who bas fairly 
tried the plan of not concealing doubts in diagnosis 
from clients knows that, in the long run, it leads to 
the best mutual understanding. It is now less 
difficult than it used to be; and the sooner we all 
adopt it the better it will be for the profession. 
The expectations of clients arise from the teach- 
ing of past generations of veterinary surgeons. We 
of the present generation ought to sweep away that 
teaching, for the sake of both ourselves and our 
successors. 


STRYCHNINE POISONING IN THE DOG. 


The following are a few notes of a case encoun- 
tered last week and diagnosed as above, which I 
hope may be interesting enough for publication ;— 

The patient was a King Charles spaniel, eleven 
months old, and quite healthy up to the time of 
attack. I called to see it on Friday at 12 noon, 
the owner saying that it seemed to have “taken a 


Symptoms. Clonic spasms of the entire muscu- 
lature of the body occurring every minute or so and 
lasting for a few minutes only, the slightest stim- 
ulus of any nature sufficing to induce them. Jaws 
firmly closed and the tongue in a condition of 
rigidity like the muscles. The fore and hind limbs 
extended to their utmost and the bead drawn well 
back. The owner could assign no cause for the 
condition. As far as he knew the animal had eaten 
nothing since the previous evening, but had been 
out on the street half-an-hour before the attack, 
which first came on in the house. 

Diognosis. Strychnine poisoning. 

Treatment. An emetic of one teaspoonful each 
of mustard, flour, and common salt in warm water 
was given, no other being at hand. This, however, 
failed to produce vomition. A dose of ten minims 
of hypodermic solution of morphine and atropin 
was then injected, and a mixture containing 20 
grain doses of chloral hydrate left, with instruc- 
tions to give one dose every hour. The animal 
was kept perfectly quiet and in darkness. At 
2.20 p.m. the owner called to say that there was 
no improvement, and as it was advisable to keep 
the animal under close observation it was then 
brought to the infirmary. The prognosis at this 
stage seemed practically hopeless, the convulsions 
being very marked. The animal was placed in a 
warm kennel and inhalations of chloroform were 
given until anesthesia was produced. This was 
kept up till six p.m., when another dose of mor- 
phine and atropin was administered. The convul- 
sions continued during this time with very gradu- 
ally increasing intervals between each, and but 
slight diminution in severity. The administration of 
chloroform was continued in the evening until late. 

On Saturday the animal showed signs of return- 
ing consciousness, but slight twitchings of all the 
muscles were evident, these increasing much in 
severity at the slightest sound or touch. Another 
hypo. of morphine and atropin was given as before 
(10a.m.). In the afternoon the symptoms of ner- 
vous disturbance were considerably less severe, and 
the animal again showed signs of returning con- 
sciousness. The administration of drugs was now 
stopped and the animal left quiet. 
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On Sunday only gradually lessening weakness in 
the hind legs persisted. 

Monday: all weakness almost disappeared ; appe- 
tite returning, bowels and kidneys normal, dog 
going on well, and discharged. ; 


Glasgow. “Class D.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


1n Morocco. 


Velu has published a’note upon this subject 
(Recueil de Méd. Vet.). The existence of ecuine 

irillosis was noted for the first time by Theiler in 
the Transvaal in a horse affected ty a febrile pro- 
cess. Since then, other ‘cases of spirillosis have 
been observed. Martin found it in French Guinea 
in 1905, Sydney Dodd in the Transvaal in 1906, 
Stordy in the same year in the English Protectorate 
of East Africa, and Carpano in 1912, in the Colony 
of Erithrea. It now results from the observations 
of Velu that an equine spirillosis, capable of being 
confused clinically with trypanosomiasis, also 
exists in Morocco. As constant symptoms, Velu 
mentions emaciation, arching of the back, tottering 
gait of the hind limbs, discharge from the eyes, 
sub-icteric tinting and petechie of the conjunctiva, 
and a temperature always elevated and of an inter- 
mittent character Other symptoms are cedemas 
and nervous complications. The prognosis seems 
to be benign; and the experimental diagnosis is 
easy. The causal agent is inoculable to the dog, 
rabbit, and white rat, and appears in the blood in 
good numbers in the peroids of febrile exacerbation. 
—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


INTRAVENOUS INJECTIONS OF CARBOLIC ACID IN THE 
TREATMENT OF MICROBIAL AND SEPTIC AFFECTIONS. 


Poret, a French Army veterinary surgeon, has 
recently commended injections of carbolised water 
in the treatment of microbial affections in the 
horse. The object of the injections is to wash the 
blood with massive doses of this antiseptic, which 
author considers is a therapeutic method suitable 
for arresting the evolution of infections and obtain- 
ing recovery. At first Poret employed intratracheal 
injections of creosote; but afterwards he found 
that intravenous injections of carbolised water in 
the strength of 1 to 40 solution, in truly enormous 
daily doses, were better. In his first attempts, 
fearing an escharotic action of even a 1 to 40 solu- 
tion of carbolic acid upon the venous endothelium 
and the endocardium, he employed the solution in 
cautiously progressive doses of 6, 10, 20, 30, and 50 
cubic centimetres, until successive trials convinced 
him that 100, 200, and 300 c.c. of this solution may 
be introduced into the circulation of a horse two 
or three times daily for some days without incon- 
venience. 

Moussu believes these doses to be somewhat ex- 
cessive, and regrets that Poret and his collaborator, 
Deugrevilles, have not reported the condition of the 


urine after these injections, because carbolic acid is 
irritating to the kidneys, and easily provokes a 
permanent albuminuria. 

These injections commended by Poret have been 
tried with success by Besmié and Chouquet and 
by Desoubry in different streptococcal affections. 
Desoubry advises that, without neglecting the 
classic treatment of strangles and pneumonia fol- 
lowing upon it, 10c.c. of 1 to 40 carbolic solution 
should be injected into the jugular both in the 
morning and evening of the first day, and that this 
dose should be increased daily by 10 c.c., until, at 
the end of some days of treatment, 150c.c. are 
injected. 

The injection is easy; but the solution should be 
injected into the vein gradually and in small 
quantities. When a large volume of liquid is in- 
jected with some velocity, symptoms of syncope, 
—. super-excitation, dyspnea, etc., are pro- 
duced. These symptoms disappear promptly; but 
they should always be avoided if possible. 

Desoubry’s view is that, notwithstanding the very 
good results of these injections as curative meas- 
ures (of 24 strangles patients treated by him, 22 
have returned to‘work), carbolic acid deserves, most 
especially, to be commended and used as a preven- 
tive. In collections of horses in which microbial 
or septic affections prevail, he believes that pre- 
ventive injections of 25 to 1000 aqueous carbolic 
solution, in the dose of 10 c.c. daily for each horse 
for three days, should be recommended. He has 
submitted all horses which have arrived infected 
from remount depots or from outside sources to 
these injections; and they have never presented 
serious symptoms. On more than fifty subjects, 
he has arrested the disease in this manner. 

Desoubry explains this action of carbolic acid as 
arising from its great antiseptic power and its effi- 
cacy in arresting ‘or destroying the evolution of 
toxins. It accomplishes a true washing of the 
blood; and it has the advantage over tallianine 
that, with an equal efficacy, it is much more easily 
procurable.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Veter- 
enaria). 

THE DURATION OF GESTATION IN YORKSHIRE Pias. 

D. Lino has lately published the results of ob- 
servations he has made upon 176 gestations of 
Yorkshire sows. He finds the duration of gesta- 
tion oscillates between 111 and 116 days. The 
general average is 114 days; and this accords with 
the classic average of three months, three weeks, 
and three ya The interval between the longest 
period (128 days) and the shortest one (106 days) 
was 22 days. 

The author has also observed that a predominance 
of one sex over the other in the litters does not 
sensibly influence the gestation. The number of 
young does not appear to have any influence upon 
the length of gestation. The opinion has been 
given that the period of gestation in the sow is 
shorter when the number of pigs in the birth is 
larger. This affirmation is disproved by the present 
observations, which support those already made by 
Dr. Sabatini upon 1109 gestations. Finally, the 
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author points out that the size and weight of the 

oung have no influence upon the duration of ges- 
tation. But the duration of gestation does experi- 
ence variations with the age, the vigour, and the 
general condition of the sow, and more especially 
with the degree of functional normality of the 
ovaries.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Veter- 
inaria). 

ECHINORHYNCOSIS IN Pics AND 
HETERAKIOSIS IN Fow Ls. 


J. M. Beltrau records the following observations, 
the first of which is very curious (Revista Veterin- 


aria de Espana). , 


A herd of pigs appeared to be affected with swine 
fever, although the symptoms did not manifest the 
gravity usual in that disease. The post-mortem 
examination of two subjects revealed the lesions 
characteristic of an intense enteritis, with hemi- 
spherical swellings the size of lentils or larger, the 

arly-white colour of which contrasted with the 
binish-red inflammatory aspect of the intestines. 
Thousands of parasites offering the following char- 
acteristics, adhered to the intestinal walls. They 
were worms with cylindrical bodies, from 10 to 30 
centimetres (= about from 4 to 12 inches) in length, 
and pearly-white in colour. The anterior part of 
the body was the largest, and was armed with 
chitinous hooks which scratched the finger tip 
when passed over them; the posterior part was 
thinner. Sexual dimorphism was very marked, as 
the male was only half the ‘length of the female. 
The bodies of the worms showed very marked 
transverse depressions. These worms were classi- 
fied as specimens of Echinorhyncus gigas. 

The worms were so strongly fixed to the intes- 
tinal wall that, apart from the inflammation they 
had caused, they had produced such wounds that 
the opened intestine, washed and held against the 
light, appeared like a sieve, although not quite per- 
forated. A typical cellular proliferation surrounded 
the wounds in the form of a wheel. Some of the 
wounds perforated the intestinal coats. 

The symptoms which the animals attacked by 
this disease showed were similar to those of swine 
fever, but of less severity. The great majority of 
the pigs in the herd were attacked. They huddled 
in the litter, were dull, showed intense thirst, fever, 
and diarrhcea or constipation. The appetite was 
abolished, and there was notable prostration. Some 
of the pigs presented convulsions. The author was 
also able to observe that the disease was more 
serious in the younger animals. 

The observation upon heterakiosis was made in 
a poultry-yard in which fowls were dying daily, 


after presenting symptoms resembling those of fow! | j 


cholera. In two t-mertem examinations made 
by the author, he found intense inflammation asso- 
ciated with the presence of filiform parasites, which 
he regarded as hetershie papillosa. 


From these two observations the author deduces 
the practical moral that care should be taken before 
~ gm either swine fever or fowl cholera, for in 
both diseases errors of diagnosis are possible.— 
(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad a. ‘ 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[Nationa V.M.A. SourwHERN Branca.) 


A gsneral wey tee held on Friday, November 24, 
at 50 Friar Street, Reading, a room having been again 
set apart for the occasion by the Hon. Secretary, and 
Mrs. Male dispensed afternoon tea. The President, 
Mr. J. WitteTt, London, occupied the chair, with him 
being Mr. W. T. D. Broad, V.-P., Marlborough; Mr. J. C. 
Coleman, V.-P., Swindon; Mr. H. S. Dunn, Reading, 
and Mr. Geo. P. Male, Hon. Sec. and Treas., Reading. 

_ The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed and 
signed, on the motion of Mr. Coleman, seconded by 
Mr. Dunn. 

JOINT-ILL IN Foats. 


Arising out of minutes, the Hon. Sec. re that 
the resolution had been sent through Sir 8. Stockman 
to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries with respect 
to joint-ill in foals, requesting that the Board should 
take some steps to investigate the Disease. A reply had 
been received from the Assistant Secretary stating that 
the Royal Veterinary College had included the disease 
known as “joint-ill” in their scheme of research for the 
coming year. 

Mr. Dunn said, in Scotland a big Committee had 
been appointed to enquire into the matter. 


Stupents ArMy SERVICE. 


The Hon. Sec. reminded the meeting that he had 
been asked, with regard to the third and fourth year 
students in the army service, to write to the authorities. 
He had had a letter froma Professor at the London 
College stating that the matter had been gone into with 
the Army Council, and that it had been decided that 
third and fourth year students should be allowed to go 
back and resume their studies. Mr. Male then read a 
private letter received from an officer in his third 
bearing on the point, saying that, on the strength of 
this new regulation, that third and fourth year students 
should be allowed to continue their studies, he had 
asked to be transferred. When this had been completed 
he found that it only applied to privates ; and now he 
was back again in another unit, and had lost his sen- 
iority and his chance of promotion. 

Mr. CoLEMAN said that it agptes to officers as well 
as to privates. They were all allowed to return to com- 

lete their curriculum. He would bring the matter 
fore the College Council at their next meeting, of 
course, not mentioning the name of member who had 
written to Mr. Male. If transferred he would become a 
private in the A.V.C. He could be released until he 
got his diploma. That matter respecting officers was 
rought up at the last Council meeting, and a suggestion 
made that they should be asked to send those men back 


to College. 
The Fecomens : I understood they were sendi 
them back. There are a big number of AS.C. at Park 
Royal. The og tng! ay le are granting facilities to any 
students who join the A.V.C. so that they can attend 
ectures. 

Mr. Coteman: I will bring the facts before the 
Council. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted letters of apology for in- 
ability to attend the meeting from Prof. Brayley Rey- 
nolds (expressing thanks for all the congratulations 
upon his marriage, and for personal good wishes ; and 
promising a paper when he can make time to prepare 
it); from Messrs. T. W. Lepper, J. McKerlie, W. A. 
Hancock, 8S. H. Slocock, G. E. King, J. 8. Hurndall, who 
has been ill, R. J. Verney, McIntosh, T. B. Goodall. 


| 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. CoLEMAN was very pleased to propose that Mr. 
Willett be asked to retain the chair for another year ; 
and the resolution, having been seconded by Mr. Dunn, 
was heartily carried. 

Mr. WILLETT said he would remain in office if such 
were the wish of the meeting—(applause), but personally 
he would very much like to surrender it to someone 


The Hon. Src. proposed Mr. R. J. Verney as Vice- 
President, in succession to Mr. J. C. Coleman, who 
retired by rotation. Mr. Verney had supported the 
Association splendidly at their meetings and in other 
“— during a most difficult time. (Hear, hear). 

r. Dunn seconded. Carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Coleman, seconded by Mr. 
Dunn, the other Vice-Presidents were re-elected, viz., 
Messrs. W. A. Hancock, W. T. D. Broad, and J. Parker. 

The Hon. Sxc. reminded the meeting that Major 
Percy J. Simpson had been Auditor since he (Mr. Male) 
had been Secretary. Mr. Willett very kindly under- 
took the audit last year in Major Simpson’s absence on 
rh ade and he hoped he would do so again. (Hear, 


r). 

The PREsIDENT said he was willing to carry on if that 
was the wish of the meeting. . 

A resolution, asking Mr. Willett to continue to act as 
Auditor during the absence of Major — was 
unanimously carried, on the motion of Mr. Dunn, 
seconded by Mr. Broad. 

The PRESIDENT, in | that Mr. Male be asked 
to continue in office as Hon. biccotery and Treasurer, 
remarked that that gentleman was the backbone of the 
Association. He would add to the resolution a hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Male for the work he had done in 
the past, this to be entered on the minutes. (Hear, hear). 

r. CoLEMAN seconded with great pleasure, and the 
motion was carried. 

Mr. MALE said it was very good of them to make 
those nice remarks and to ask him to take on office 

n; but really, if only someone else would relieve 
him he would be most pleased. It had only been pos- 
sible to carry on the last two years because of the good 
will of all the members, but they had tried to keep 
things going. He wished to thank the President for 
his ever ready help. 


Post-Mortem SPECIMENS AND CASES OF INTEREST. 


Mr. CoLemaN exhibited part of the thigh bone of an 
army horse which had presumably been kicked on the 
inside of the thigh. It was under treatment for about a 
year and nine months. He was called in to give his 
opinion after the horse had been cast and sold. He 
wanted to operate, but the man would not allow him to 
do anything. There was a large discharging wound in 
the centre of the sequestrum, which he could have put 
right by an operation. He saw the same thing once in 
the bone of a man after he had been buried about fifty 
years. In the case under notice the injury resulted un- 
doubtedly from a kick, and had been neglected at the 
—_ It was a “star” fracture on the inside of the 
tibia. 

Mr. Mate asked if it was Mr. Coleman’s practice to 

t a horse suffering in this way in slings for a time ? 

e made a practice of always doing so, even though the 
injury appeared to be slight, and so saved a complete 
fracture. 

Mr. CoLEMAN saat in the affirmative. 

The PREsiDENT had a case in which a horse had been 


kicked a fortnight before. He was not put in asling, and 
the leg “ note He recorded the case, which he had 
also brought before the Central V.S and published. 


The horse came from London District Hospital and had 
suffered from strangles. When trotted out, after 
apparent recovery, for a few yards, he kicked out with 
his hind legs on starting and seemed in the best of 
health, but on going through a doorway, only one door 
being open his hip struck the post. The man in charge 
said he staggered at the moment. He then lay down 
and died. He (the Speaker) made a post-mortem. Find- 
ing the mucous membranes pallid he thought the animal 
was bleeding internally, but all the organs were perfectly 
healthy. The heart, however, was enlarged, and there 
was endocarditis at the left side, and the cavity con- 
tained what he put down to be an ante-mortem clot run- 
ning up into the vessels. He removed the lumps from 
the internal surface, and on cutting through the wall 
into the right auricle out came the pus. It was a 
strangles abscess between the right and the left cavities. 
He should say it was a rare case, and one that might 
lead a practitioner into serious trouble, as there was 
nothing to indicate its presence. 

Mr. MALE said it was common to get those abscesses 
in the lungs and also in the liver and abdomen after 
strangles, but in the heart it was very rare. 

Mr. Broap : The method of dying was also singular. 

The PrestpentT: Yes. It appeared to be simply a 
fainting attack through taking a little exercise. 

Mr. Broa related some strange experiences in regard 
to cake feeding. An old cow which was very ill in a 
meadow, and appeared to be dying, got up the same 
evening and walked home. Another, in the same shed, 
fell and never got up, and was shot about a fortnight 
afterwards. Another died in six days after lying down. 
As they purged dreadfully, pes would naturally be 
expected. The cows were being fed on linseed cake and 
nut cake : they were all dairy cows. Samples of the 
cake were sent for analysis. One expert sent a wire to 
say it was lead poisoning. Another said he found 
nothing but a little husk in the cake, which might be 
from castor-oil seed, and afterwards that there ‘was 
nothing at all. Linseed was being fed to the young 
animals at the same time, and they were all right. Last 
Thursday, to make doubly sure, a lot of cotton cake was 
mixed in equal proportions with the nut and linseed, 
and was also fed to the dry cows and to some sheep 
which the farmer was going to sell. The cows were 
loose in the bowels after the mixture, three six-months’- 
old heifers purged very badly, and one of the rams and 
one of the ewes purged. An experiment was also tried 
on an aged cow which was given a quantity of mixed 
cake: but in this case there were no ill results. The 
matter still therefore remained a mystery. Indications 
rather pointed to the nut cake as being the offender, 
and other samples were being sent for investigation. 

In answer to various questions, Mr. Broap said that 
the water supply was different, although the symptoms 
in the two lots of animals were the same. There were 
no poisonous weeds on the farm. When the mixed cake 
was discontinued the symptoms ceased. The stomach 
and bowels were much inflamed. 

Mr. CoLeMAN said this was particularly interesting to 
him, because seven weeks ago he had a dairy herd of 90 
cows in a terrible state, only giving a quart of milk that 
morning. The farmer had had nut-cake in, but that 
was the first time he had used it this year. The cows 
presented exactly the symptoms Mr. Broad had spoken 
of, but none of them died. He stopped the cake, and 
gave all the animals a dose of medicine. They were fed 
on hay, and not turned out for a day. All recovered, 
and there had been no trouble since. The cake was 
sent for analysis with the same result that Mr. Broad 
had, nothing poisonous being found, but he (Mr. 
Coleman) was positive the cake was at fault. The 
“rot” that was being put in that cake was abominable. 
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The PRESIDENT said it was a most interesting, as wel! 
as mysterious, matter. Undoubtedly there was some 
irritant. 

Mr. Matz pointed out that lead would not cause the 
symptoms described, also that the castor-oil husks 
usually only affected young animals ; there must have 
been some other irritant. He thought the nut-cake con- 
tained some poisonous beans or peas, e.g., the mutta pea 
which did cause brain symptoms. He would suggest 
that samples of the nut cake should be sent to a botani- 
cal expert to see if any of these poisonous peas were in 
them. It was difficult to find the alkaloid, and that was 
why a chemical analysis often failed to reveal the 


ison. 
“7 MALE read notes concerning three very interest- 
ing cases of horses under treatment in his Infirmary; 
afterwards showing the patients referred to. 


Mare with Pyemic Infection of the Coronets. 


Mr. MALE said they would be interested to learn that 
this mare, which he exhibited at the last meeting, made 
an excellent recovery in the affected hind leg after the 
sinuses had been laid well open, draining tubes inserted, 
and six vertical incisions had been made right into the 
coronal band. The parts were well irrigated with a 
solution of zinc sulphate, and a dry dressing of equal 
parts of chloride of lime and boracic acid applied. An 
abscess then formed in the knee and one hind leg, and 
later on, when these were healed, the other coronet 
~— to swell. Pus formed, and although the foot was 
well opened at the bottom there was a copious dischar 
of pus at the top of the hoof and at several places in the 
coronet. The same treatment was adopted as in the 
other foot, and the mare was now showing signs of 
recovery. The case was interesting, as the whole course 
or condition pointed to a pyzmic infection rather than 
an accidental injury, which some members suggested at 
the last meeting. There was also the remarkable 
recovery made in the one foot, which had since taken 
nearly all the weight of the body for the last two 


Empyema of Frontal and Maxillary Sinuses. 


The horse to be shown had been under treatment for 
some little time, and before treatment had a feetid dis- 
charge for about twelve months. When they were called 
to see it there was considerable difficulty in breathing, 
and the mare was showing signs of brain disturbance. 
On trephining the frontal sinus (the top hole) a quantity 
of foetid liquid immediately rushed out. It was fortunate 
that the case was not left longer, as the brain would then 
have become diseased, as in another case in which the 
owner would not allow an operation to be performed, 
the result being that the horse had acute septic menin- 
gitis and died mad. He (Mr. Male) also opened at the 

of the sub-maxillary sinus, but the orifice between 
it and the frontal sinus, normally about two inches 
long, was completely closed by irspissated pus. Irriga- 
tions were employed, and sometimes even the hose- 
pipe ; but pus formation still went on and there was a 
tendency to get the opening closed up. He, therefore, 
enlarged this with a trephine and chisel ; and next de- 
cided, as the case was not relieved, to make an opening 
at the bottom of the frontal sinus. On consulting 
authorities be found that two spots were advised for 
this—one by Siedamgrotzky and the other by Craig. 
Siedamgrotzky’s opening was “} to jin in front of a 
line drawn between the two inner angles of the eye, and 
1} to 1$in. from middle line of face.” Craig’s opening 
was “24in. below nassl canthus and lin. in front of 


line drawn from the nasal canthus to side of nasal 
peak.” The latter being the lowest, he (Mr. Male) 
operated as indicated, but found that he had not nearly 


reached the bottom of the frontal sinus. He, therefore 
made a third opening about two inches below that, and 
found that he was still one inch from the inferior ex- 
tremity, which contained a large quantity of cheese-like 
pus. He had since that been able to get a much freer 
drainage, and the case was improving rapidly. He 
thought that had the frontal sinus been opened at the 
base in the early stages, the case would have been cured 
by now. All authorities consulted warned operators 
against opening too low, for fear of injuring the lateral 
mass of the ethmvid bone ; but, as they would see, there 
should be no danger if the operation was carried out in 
the position seen in this case. The animal could not ow 
sibly recover while the bottom of the sinus was filled 
with inspissated pus ; and that sinus could only drain 
itself through the sub-maxillary sinus which opened 
into the middle meatus of the nose. His lower opening 
was made just below the level (with the head in the 
natural position) of the end of the xygomatic ridge, and 
about one inch from the middle line of the nose. If the 
case was not now cured he proposed making an opening 
through the wall of the frontal sinus into the nose; but 
he hoped that would not be necessary. He would like 
the opinion of the meeting as to the best form of anti- 
septic. He had used weak zinc. sulph., sol. pot. permang., 
Jeyes’ fluid, lead lotion, and my bey ad aang It was 
an abnormal case, unless the text Ss were wrong as 
to the exact extent of the frontal sinus. 

The PRESIDENT said that when aptentod pus was 
first found, flooding each morning with hydrogen per- 
oxide would, he thought, dissolve the inspissated pus. 
To his mind it was time to operate when they get a 
smell. If it arose from a tooth it was, of course, another 
matter. 

Amputation of horse’s penis. 


A five-year-old horse, which had been paralysed 
since castration. About six weeks ago, he excised 
that part of the penis immediately in front of the 
prepuce, but as there was a good deal of congestion of 
the sheath, and the owner did not like the look of it, he 
decided to remove the whole of the penis and part of 
the sheath, which was done about three weeks ago ; so 
that, unless carefully examined, the horse appeared 
normal. In the first operation he controlled the 
hemorrhage by means of strong ligatures round the 
stump, excluding, of course,.the urethra, which was slit 
up on each side and sutured back to the skin. In the 
second operation he first ligatured the numerous dorsal 
vessels of the penis by passing a needle and silk under 
two or three at a time and tying. The end of the stump 
was then slightly cauterised. Very little bleeding re- 
sulted, but in the first operation, owing to the spongy 
nature of the penis, the ligatures had a tendency to 
slip, and bleeding occurred for several days after oper- 
ation at intervals, and especially when the horse passed 
urine. The second operation was almost in the realm 
of an experiment, as he could find very little assistance 
from text books, and was rather afraid of the prepuce 
growing over the end of the stump and urethra, and so 
obstructing the urine ; but by taking a large triangular 
piece out of the back of the sheath, by leaving a length 
of urethra and splitting it up, and suturing it back to 
the skin, also by turning in the edges of the prepuce at 
the entrance to the sheath, he hoped that that had been 
avoided. At any rate the horse, as they would see, 
appeared to have no difficulty whatever in passing 
urine. Mr. Male added that he used an écraseur in the 
first operation for cutting through part of the penis, 
but it was not strong enough to more than cut through 
the skin, as there was very dense fibrous tissue in the 
penis itself which could not be cut through in that 
way. 
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Mr. CoLeMAN said that he had removed the whole 
penis by means of the écraseur with very little hsemor- 
rhage, but he had great difficulty in preventing occlusion 
of the urethra, and eventually the horse died from 
suppression of urine. 

ime did not permit a further discussion of these 
cases, and after a hearty vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Willett, for his conduct in the chair that day, 
and also for his good work during his year of office, 
proposed by the Hon. Sec. and duly carried, the meeting 


terminated. 
G. P. Maus, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


REPORT ON THE PUNJAB VETERINARY COLLEGE FOR 
THE YEAR 1915-16. By H. T. C.1L£., 
Principal. (Abridged. 


I remained in charge of the College Guin, Me year. 
Mr. Pool was post-graduate professor, and Mr. Taylor 
was in charge of the out-patient clinic, dog hospital, and 
the duties of professor of pathology an parasitology. 
Mr. E. Burke was professor of surgery and in charge of 
the in-door clinic. Mr. Gaiger, professor of sanitary 
science, who was on sick leave, has, I much regret to 
say, been obliged, owing to continued ill-health, to retire 
from the service during the year. This is a great loss to 
the college and to the department. I have continued to 
perform the duties of professor of sanitary science in 
addition to ve own. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Mahtab Shah, Gilani, was pro- 
fessor of anatomy, Khan Sahib Syed Sirdar Shah, ee 
fessor of cattle pathology, and Khan Sahib Raja 
Ghulam Hussain Khan, house surgeon. Some changes 
have been made in lecturers: Mool Singh has been 
pom assistant to the professor of equine medicine, 

aq Nawaz Khan has been appointed, on probation, to 
the t of assistant to the professor of pathology, 
Mushtaq Ahmad to that of assistant to the professor of 
surgery, and Karam Ilahi as assistant to the post- 
— professor. As the three latter are not yet 

ully qualified for the posts, they have been appointed 
on probation on reduced pay, and will only be confirmed 
and brought on to full pay when they have made them- 
selves efficient. There are still some posts on the 
ayer establishment which I have not yet been able to 


There are now two separate courses at the College, 
viz. (a) the old three years’ course for Military students 
and those from other provinces ; and (4) a four years’ 
course for Punjab and North-West Province students. 
This four aga! course will give the Punjab about 20 
more highly trained men a year to select from. Seventy 
new students were admitted ; of these 38 came for the 
three years’ course and 32 for the new four years’ 
course. There were two remanded students in the 
three years’ course ; so that the total in the first year 
class was 72. 

The demand for admission was, as usual, very great, 
but, owing to the war, Indian Cavalry Regiments only 
sent 11 men, so we were able to take more civilians. 

There were 65 students in the second year class at 
the commencement of the term: of these two were re- 
moved from the rolls for irregular attendance. 

There were 57 students in the final class: of these 
one man died of phthisis and one remanded man passed 
out in June. 

The newly admitted students came from :—Indian 
Cavalry Regiments 11 ; Department 2; 

ative States 2; Centra 
Provinces 5; United Provinces 8; Punjab District 
Boards 7 ; Punjab private students 31. 

A post-graduate course was started in October last 

with a class of four veterinary graduates, one from the 


Civil Veterinary Department, Punjab and Baluchistan 
respectively, and one each from the Kapurthala and 
Kashmir States. Two of the assistant professors also 
attended. The subjects were divided: Mr. Pool taking 
the class in laboratory work and contagious dise 
Mr. Taylor in parasitology and the Principal in clini 
Diagnostics. 

The teaching in this class has been greatly hampered 
by want of experience of the capabilities of the men, by 
their imperfect knowledge of English and by the lack of 
suitable text-books. The ordinary English text-books 
are unsuitable for our students, who consequently have 
spent many hours in copying out notes, a task which 
their limited knowledge of English made all the more 
irksome and laborious. It is highly desirable that a 
text-book should be prepared for this class at once. I 
consider also from the experience gained that a vernacu- 
lar post-graduate course will become advisable for 
Punjabi veterinary graduates when inspectors have to 
take the course. The experience so far gained shows 
that it is desirable to subject the candidates to an exam- 
ination before admission so as to have some sort of 
assurance that they have sufficient knowledge of 
anatomy, physiology and general practice to enable 
them to benefit by the course. 

In the first year’s examination there were altogether 
71 candidates, and of these 31 were four years’ and 40 
three years’ course men. Twenty-seven of the former 
and 34 of the latter passed. Of the failures, 2 failed 
only in one subject and obtained 50 per cent. of marks, 
and are eligible for examination in June. Of the three 
years’ course men, four students, who failed badly, and 
one who had twice failed, were removed from the 
College. In the four years’ class two students were 
removed and one was remanded fora year. The per- 
centage of passes was 85.9. 

Sixty-three students were examined in the second 
year class and 56 passed. Five having failed in one 
subject only will be re-examined in June next. Two 
students were remanded for the year. The percentage 
of passes was 88.8. 

ifty-five students + Smeg for the final examination 
and 49 obtained the diploma. Of the six rejected stu- 
dents four failed in one subject only, and will be re- 
examined in June next, and two were remanded for the 
year. The percen of passes was 89.09. 

The increased facilities for teaching have led to very 
great improvement in the training of the students, and 
the standard of examination was very considerably 
higher than last year. I consider that the results are 
very good indeed. 

Besides the ordinary teaching work, 20 transport 
dressers were trained during the summer vacation. One 
man only failed to pass the examination. Two farriers 
were trained during the year ; and two men came for a 
three months “ Refresher” course. 

Notwithstanding the fact that there are facilities of 
all sorts in the hospital of the new College, the change 
of site to a considerable distance from the civil station 
and the city has necessarily affected the out-patient 
practice to a very considerable extent. The number of 

tients treated during 1915-16 is as follows :—Equine 
in-door 765, out-door 1783 ; Bovine in-door 48, out-door 
1238; Canine in-door 303, out-door 405; Contagious 
ward 239. 

The decrease last year was due to lack of accommo- 
dation. This year the figures are in some cases even 
less than last. A scheme is under consideration fer 
increasing the amount of practice by establishing a 
Municipal Veterinary Hospital on the other side of the 
city in connection with the College. 

Some before has the demand for graduates been so 
great : and the supply is totally inadequate to meet it. 


have for many years advocated the establishment of a 
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second vernacular Veterinary College in Northern 
India, and feel it to be my duty to once again represent 
the urgent necessity which exists for such an institution. 
Procrastination in this matter is costing Government 
very dear at present. We have at our disposal here all 
the means possible for training veterinary graduates, 
and turn out some excellent men. But in order to obtain 
the best results, better organisation of the veterinary 
services seems to be required. Under the present 
system training often practically ceases when the men 
leave the College. If they could go on working in the 
hospitals and districts for some further period under 
direct European veterinary supervision, much better 
results should be obtained. The same is true both of 
Civil and Military students. More use might be made 
of the facilities which exist for the training of men in 
special subjects, such as camel diseases, and more men 
might be sent back occasionally for “refresher” courses 
at the College. 

Work in the laboratory has been at a standstill for 
some years now, partly owing to the illness of Mr. 
Gaiger, and partly to lack of accommodation. By Mr. 
Gaiger’s retirement we have lost a capable and energetic 
officer, who had devoted some years to the study of 
Indian diseases and was becoming a reliable authority 
on the subject. Material was received in the laboratory 
during his time, and a considerable connection had 
been established with workers in India and Europe. 
Owing to the interruption in the work much of this has 
been lost, but now that accommodation is provided and 
new workers have been obtained, we are beginning to 
again get into communication witb the outside world. 

A number of horses have been sent in from Balu- 
chistan and the Punjab for the diagnosis of dourine, 
and some experiments have been made with regard to 
the treatment of the disease. A number of horses have 
also been treated for surra by the arsenic and other 
methods. Cases are unfortunately generally sent in 
very late owing to the difficulty of diagnpsis in the dis- 
tricts. So the percentage of cure has only been 33 per 
cent. Atoxyl and arsenic seem to be as eflicient as the 
mixed method, but the latter vety often gives good 
results in case of a relapse. Colonel Farmer very 
kindly sent in some horses for the mallein test and 
the test was further carried out on suspicious cases sent 
into hospital. The tuberculin test was applied in a few 
cases. Practically all the comtagious diseases were 
shown to the students in the contagious ward. 

The new College was formally opened in December 
last by His Excellency the Viceroy. The new buildings 
are now nearly all ready, and it is hoped that the 
furnishing will be completed during the year. They are 

ving most convenient and well-arranged. The 
scheme for the new hostel is at present held up, and we 
are making use of the old Press building to accommo- 
date some of the students. We are much handicapped 
by the want of a playground for our students who find 
it very difficult to get sufficient exercise. I think we are 
worse off than any other college in Lahore in this 


respect. 

A new edition of the text book on “Soundness and 
Age” has been brought out during the year by the 
Principal. 

The Punjab Veterinary Association has had a success- 
ful year and is in a flourishing condition. The journal 
has appeared regularly and has been much appreciated. 

The staff have, as usual, done excellent work during 
the year. The new Imperial officers have both 
the nee examination, and have neglected no oppor- 
tunity to improve their knowledge of the diseases met 
within the country and of the college work. 

Mr. Taylor was deputed to the Central Research 


Institute, Kasauli, for study during the last summer 
vacation, and benefitted tly by the experience gained 
there. As the result of his deputation, the anti-rabic 
treatment of dogs has been started experimentally here, 
and Mr. Taylor is again spending his vacation at 
Kasauli to further discuss and study the subject 
there. The study of rabies in animais is of consider- 
able importance both to us and to the medical 

rofession, so that the mutual co-operation between us 
is very desirable. There are, no doubt, many matters 
in which we can co-operate to our mutual advantage. 
Mr. Pool spent the last summer vacation at the Imperial 
Bacteriological Laboratory at Muktesar, and also de- 
rived much benefit from the opportunities for study 
available there. It was hoped that the diagnosis of 
dourine might have been worked out by the comple- 
ment fixation test, which has been well reported on in 
America. The microscopical demonstration of the try- 
panosoma equiperdum in affected horses is very fre- 
quently unsuccessful, so that the disease is difficult to 
stamp out. This is of importance, as dourine is now 
very prevalent in Baluchistan, and some cases have 
occurred in the Punjab. Mr. E. Burke, Professor of 
Surgery, has, I am glad to say, been granted an exten- 
sion of service. 

The old Indian Professors have continued to do excel- 
lent work, and the younger teachers have shown them- 
selves to be very keen, and give promise of becoming 
successful teachers. The translator, Lala Prabhu Las, 
has been kept busy, and has added considerably to 
veterinary vernacular literature. My thanks are due to- 
the whole of the staff for their cordial co-operation in 
the work during the year. 

We have received assistance from the Chief Superin- 
tendent of the Civil Veterinary Department, Colonel 
Farmer, from Mr. R. Branford, Superintendent of the 
Government Cattle Farm at Hissar, and from Mr. 
Cross, the Camel Specialist, to whom our best thanks 
are tendered. 


Epizootic abortion in Essex—no action. 


A meeting of the Essex Executive Committee, under 
the Disease of Animals Acts, was held at the Shire Hall, . 
Chelmsford, on Friday, ist inst., Mr. J. B. Frankham 
presiding. 

With regard to the question of epizootic abortion 
among cows, Mr. G. Raby said the Essex Farmers’ 
Union had taken this matter up. They had Sir Stewart 
Stockman to address them, and he was opposed to any- 
thing in the way of an Order, and stated that orders 
which in other counties had been made had done very 
little good. Mr. C. E. Barritt said he understood ivocula- 
tion was recommended. Mr. Raby said that was so, and 
added that the general opinion was that exposure of 
aborting cows in the markets should be a penal offence. 
The Clerk said there would be a difficulty about that. 
It was decided to take no action. 

Mr. John McLean, M.R.c.V.8s., was appointed tempor- 
arily to act as veterinary inspector for the Chelmsford 
and Ongar Divisions.—Zast Anglian Daily Times. 


A Montana rancher says Matto Grosso, Brazil, 150 
miles from the Paraguay frontier, is the best natural 
cow country he ever saw. Shorthorn and Hereford 
bulls from Texas are being used on the ranges there, to 
the number of 400. The calves by the Shorthorns are 


beating the calves by the Herefords to a “ frazzle.” 


SS 

| 

| 
| 

| | 


244 THE VETERINARY RECORD December 9, 1916 


An economy in Mydriatic Drugs. 
Mr. H. R. Jensen, M.Sc.. writes to The Lancet from 
of Messrs. Evans Sons Lescher and 
ebb, 


“The purest atropines of commerce contain two 
constituents, the isomeric dextro- and levo-hyoscya- 
mines, which differ greatly in physiological effect, in 
almost precisely equal quantities—the solanaceous 

lants never ; but samples have been examined in this 
aboratory containing as much as 59°5 per cent. levo- 
and 40°5 per cent. dextro-hyoscyamine, which specimens 
are only undesirable from the standpoint of therapeutic 
uniformity. With the prevailing scarcity of atropine 
the advantages of lzvo-hyoscyamine may be emphasised. 
The greatest use for this drug is that dependent on its 
mydriatic property, and Cushny, in exact weight experi- 
ments by injection into a cat, demonstrated that 0°045 
mgrm. of levo-hyoscyamine (9774 P cent. optical 
activity) had quite the same pupil effect as 0°55 mgrm. 
of dextro-hyoscyamine, and hence was twelve times the 
strength uf the latter, which makes the lzvo- theoreti- 
cally 1°84 times the mydriatic strength of atropine—he 
actually observed that 0°025 to 0°03 mgrm. of levo- 
produced the effects of 0°06 to 0'0625 mgrm. 
of atropine. The salivary apse intensity was shown to 
be of a similar order, and the cardiac effect even greater. 
But atropine was found to 9 greater stimulating 
pom on the spinal cord of the frog owing to the dextro- 

yoscyamine having a stronger specific strychnine-like 
action on the cord. 

Laidlaw later showed that by using super-pure deriva- 
tives of the highest optical activities, the intensity of 
lzevo-hyoscyamine could rise to 100 times that of dextro-, 
and thus one of lzvo-hyoscyamine would be equivalent 
to 1°98 of atropine, an increase in strength quite out of 
proportion to the slight increases in purity, indicating 
dynamic or other influences resulting in two mixed 
drags not giving the mean effect of the constituents.” 

r. Jenson states, further, that two large samples of 
Egyptian henbane (Hyoscyamus muticus) were found 
by him to actually yield at least 83 per cent. of their 
alkaloids as l.-hyoscyamine of full activity, which con- 
tent nti | depreciated in the processes employed for 
isolation. Specimens of salts prepared therefrom hav- 
ing a specific rotation for the basic ion of — 31°7° (7.e., 
an activity of 97°3 per cent. levo-, or similar to Merc =) 
were found, in systematic use by a prominent ophthal- 
mologist, to have special advantages—that for clinical 
nse locally, 0°5 per cent. solutions of the salts had an 
intensity indistinguishable from 2°0 per cent. solutions 
of atropine sulphate. Solutions kept a month or two 
showed no appreciable loss of activity. Finally, the 
use of ].-hyoscyamine, even 1 per cent. solutions, has so 
far been unattended by those symptoms of toxicity 
which frequently accompany atropine. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 2. 


MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES. 


General Sir Archibald Murray, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, makes special 
mention of the following, for their services during the 
operations of his force between June 1 and Sept. 30, 
1916 :— 

Maj. E. P. Argyle, Capt. M. P. Walsh, Pte. (actg. Staff 

.) J. H. 288 ; Sgt. (actg. Staff Sgt.) D. 

oss, 298 ; Capt. H. H. Lord. 


Oct. 8. 
The following is a list of special mentions by Lieut.- 

General G. F. Milne, C.B., D.S.o., Commanding British 

Salonika Army :— 

Lt.-Col. o- Col.) F. Eassie, p.s.0. ; Maj. W. A. Jelbart; 
Maj. H. C. Dibben ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) S. Black ; 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) G. W. Godwin ; Capt. a . Maj). 
E. C. Doyle ; — Capt. (temp. Maj.) . O. Turn- 
bull ; Capt. H.G. abuteau-Herrick, Sp. Res. ; temp. 
Capt. S. r. Symonds ; Pte. (actg. Staff Sgt.) J. J. Sir- 
man, 289; Cpl. (actg. Sgt.) A. Vaughan, 477; Pte. 
(actg. Sgt.) H. H. E. Wyatt, SE/1206. 


RecuiarR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Dec. 2. 
Capt. J. E. L. Still (7.¥.) to be temp. Maj. whilst holding 
the appmnt. of A.D.V.S. (Nov. 16). 
'o be temp. Lieuts.:—A. C. Perkins (Nov. 14); M. 
Cahill (Nov. 20). 


Dee. 4. 
Temp. Capt. J. P. Hamilton relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (Dec. 5). 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—J. MaclIlvenna (Nov. 22) 


Dec. 6. 
Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts. :—D. R. Davis (Oct. 1); 
G. W. Davidson (Nov. 24.) 
R. J. Easterbrook to be temp. Qrmr. with the hon. rank 
of Lieut. (Nov. 18). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Dec. 4. 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) to be Maj.:—R. L. Green (Nov. 3). 


- 


Dec. 7. 
Lieut. W. Caudwell resigns his commission (Dec. 7). 


CaNnapDIAN A.V.C. 
Dec. 1. 


The initials of Capt. J..D. Roy are as now described, 
and not as in Gazette of Oct. 27. 


Soutn Arrican V.C. 
Dec. 4 


To be temp. Capts.:—E. M. Jarvis (March 27, seniority 
from March 25) ; B. van der Vijver (May 2). 


The following casualty is reported :— 
Drep—Pte. M. J. Ludgate, 11297 (Goswell Rd., E.C.) 


Personal. 


Lieut. J. V. HoLtanp, Leinster Regiment, son of Mr 
John Holland, V.S., Athy, has been awarded the Victoria 


Cross. 

Lieut. Holland also received the Parchment Cer- 
tificate of the Irish Brigade for his work in the Somme 
offensive. He is about twenty-seven years of age. He 
was engaged in railway engineering iu the Argentine, 
but volunteered for the army at the outbreak of war, 
and after his training proceeded to France with his 
regiment. 

Athy has contributed up to 2000 men to the Leinster 
Regiment and the Royal Dublin Fusiliers, and the win- 
ning of the Victoria Cross by a local officer is an 
honour to Kildare. 
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The following note on the award is from a daily 


paper :— 

‘* Lieutenant John Vincent Holland, Leinster Regiment 
—For most conspicuous bravery during a heavy engage- 
ment, when, sfter bombing hostile dug-outs within the 
objective, he fearlessly led, his bombers through our own 
artillery barrage and cleared a great part of the village in 
front. He started out with twenty-six bombers and finished 
up with only five, after capturing fifty prisoners. By thi 
gallant action he undoubtedly broke the spirit of the enemy, 
and thus saved us many casualties when the battalion 
made a further advance. He was far from well at the 
time, and later had to go to hospital.’’ 


At Tullow Quarter Sessions, recently, before County 
Court Judge Brereton Barry, K.c., 

Mr. MacCarthy, Clerk of the Crown and Peace, intro- 
duced Mr. Holland, V.S., who was witness in a case, as 
the worthy father of Lieut. J. V. Holland VC. 

His Honour: Mr. Holland, permit me to offer my 
congratulations on the distinguished honour which your 
son has won on the field of battle. It is a pretty ex- 
ample to his own countrymen and an honour to himself, 
his country and his family. 

Mr. Holland said he was extremely obliged to his 
Honour for his very kind remarks, and it would be 
a on his part if he did not say he was proud 
of his son’s achievement. Henceforth it would be his 
roy «gg pride that such a compliment had been paid 
to him by a judge well known for his exalted and con- 
scientious character. His son was glad to have been 


educated at Clongowes Wood College, of which his’ 


Honour was such a distinguished student. 

His Honour said he had two sons in the army, and he 
could appreciate Mr. Holland’s pride on the bravery of 
his son. 

[We regret that this item has not been brought to our 
notice earlier]. 


CHaMBeRS—MartTIN. On December 2nd, at All 
Saints’ Church, Wellington, Salop, Frank mbers, 
Capt. a.v.c., second son of Mr. T. Chambers, M.R.c.v.s., 
J.P., Dudley, to oe! eldest daughter of Mr. James 
Mason, M.R.c.v.s., lington, Salop. 


OBITUARY 


Francis H. Doyte, M.R.c.v.s., Lieut. A.v.c. 
raduated, Dublin: July, 1916. 


Lieut. Doyle took up his commission in July, on 
obtaining his Diploma, and was sent to t. Whilst 
es in transhipping mules at Alexandria he was 
kicked, and the injury proved fatal. He was son of 
Mr. Peter Doyle, Clontarf, Dublin, and brother of Maj. 
E. C. Doyle, A.v.c. 


The late Mr. James Connochie. 


A well-known and popular figure in the public life of 
Ayton and district has been removed by the death of 
James Connochie, veterinary surgeon, who was as much 
respected in Ayton and district as it was possible for 
any gentleman to be on account of his genial disposition, 
and the large company of gentlemen who attended to 
Ayton Church were an eloquent testimony to the 
good qualities which gained for him the respect of the 
community. . 

Mr. Connochie, who was eighty-six years of age, came 
of a Selkirk family, the members of which have been 
well known for generations as veterinary surgeons. 
Although he was a native of Selkirk, he was looked 
upon as an Ayton man, as he had been resident in the 
district for over half-a-century. He continued his work 
as a veterinary surgeon with characteristic zeal during 


the most of that time, and his sons worthily followed 
in his footsteps in the same profession. His son Jobn 
(who died about nine years ago) was able to relieve his 
father of much of his duties. He was a very brilliant 
member of the profession, and his death was a sad blow 
to his father. Mr. Wm. Doughty, V.S., son of Mr. 

Doughty, solicitor, then continued the practice till he 
went to Alnwick over a year i After Mr. Doughty 
left, Mr. Connochie, sen., had to take up the duties 
again. 

» was twice married and is survived by his 
widow and a family of five sons and two daughters. 
Two of his sons are in the army—James Connochie, 
who is with a veterinary corps in France, and William 
Connochie, who left for France quite recently.—V. Brit. 


Agrve. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RC.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscription for 1916 to the College funds :— 

James J. O’Brien, Claremorris, Co. 
Mayo (1916,1917) £2 2 0 
Previously acknowledged 828 4 6 


£830 6 6 


A breeder on hereditary disease. 


Mr. Thos. Nesbitt, of Horden, Co. Durham, writing 
to The Scottish Farmer on the subject of “ Navel-ill in 
Foals,” says :— 

“T have been very interested in your notices on 
“navel” or “joint-ill” in foals, and the steps that are 
likely to be taken to stamp it out A long association 
and close observation in connection with the breeding 
of horses, and perhaps my position as hon. secretary to 
a Horse Club for 22 years, gave me a better opportunity 
for observing the many hereditary traits of character to 
be seen in the several horses, and which have been 
transmitted to their offspring. My deductions will 
astonish you. Colic, shivering, stringhalt ; laminitis, 
sidebone, and ringbone ; laryngitis and roaring ; peri- 
tonitis, grease, eczema, ill-temper, jibbing, insanity. 
tuberculosis, defective eyesight, scrotal rupture, an 
navel-ill have all been traceable to the ancestors of the 
offspring. For the present I will enly deal with navel- 
ill, which I have found to be very hereditary, and of two 
forms—an acute and a chronic form. The former is 
almost incurable, the foal often being born suffering 
from it, and dying within twelve hours to a week after 
birth. The latter, ‘or chronic form, can be cured. I 
have had a foal suffering from it for sixteen weeks after 
birth, and whenever there was a sign of its recurrence I 
had to tie up the navel, and either use the hot iron or a 
strong astringent—usually tincture of iron proved 
successful. 

From some sires I have known 20 per cent. to die 
from the acute form, scarcely one recovering. From the 
chronic form I have scarcely known one to die after 
being treated. A famous sire, which came under my 
observation when a foal, suffered severely from it in a 
chronic form for five weeks. Many of his offspring con- 
tracted the same tendency, scarcely one dying from it. 

I think that “sib breeding” facilitates the develop- 
ment of these hereditary diseases. I have often tried 
tying the navel immediately after birth, and thoroughly 

isinfecting it, as well as s raying the floor and litter ; 
but I have had no proof of its advantage over a clean 
box and clean litter, without using any disinfectant or 


tying the navel.” 
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Tuberculin as a Curative. 


The following summary of results of the use of 
Tuberculin are of interest to veterinarians only in re- 
lation to the curative results which have been claimed 
by some practitioners, both with Mallein and Tuber- 
culin. It is the concluding portion of “A note on 
Tuberculin Administration and Graduated Labour : by 
Edgar Taunton, M.B. LOND., F.R.C.S. ENG, Lieut. R.A.M.C., 
late Senior Medical Officer, Royal National Hospita! 
for Consumption, Ventnor, Isle of Wight ;” which 
appeared in Zhe Lancet some months ago, and the 
results are on the treatment with tuberculin of 34 
women and 44 men, out of a total of 71 women and 229 
men under observation at the hospital, and on 189 sub- 
sequent returns. Of this latter numbe;, 26°9 per cent. 
of the “not treated” and 46°9 of the “treated” cases 
were unfit for work or dead. 


“The answers which the medical staff of the hospital 
sought to elicit from a consideration of these cases are 
given for these cases, and, under the conditions men- 
tioned, with sufficient clearness to enable a definite 
opinion to be formed : (1) The administration of tuber- 
culin to selected phthisical workers does not shorten, 
but, on the contrary, it lengthens, the duration of treat- 
ment. (2) The use of tuberculin does not increase the 
ability to do work. It appears not only to delay the 
improvement in working ability, but it also diminishes 
the ultimate ability achieved by a more prolonged 
course of treatment. (3) So far as gain in weight and 
the rate of gain enable one to judge, the administration 
of tuberculin is detrimental to the nutrition of patients 
to whom it is given under these conditions. (4) The 
after-results in fitting patients to do their work after 
leaving the hospitai in these cases are less favourable 
where tuberculin has been used than in the cases where 
it has not.” 


Slaughtering a Calf—Fined. 

At the Ipswich Borough Pclice Court on Thursday, 
30th ult., Albert Smith, butcher, Great Colman Street, 
was summoned for acting in contravention of a certain 
Order restricting the slaughtering of calves, on or about 
October 31st. 

Mr. Moffatt, who appeared to prosecute, said that the 
proceedings were taken under the Maintenance of Live 
Stock Orders, which had been made by the Board of 
Agriculture. The Order stated that after September 
30th, 1915, calves should not be slaughtered. There 
was an exception as to the slaughter of a calf which 
had been offered for sale at a public auction, and was 
sold for less than 40s. An exception for certain dairy 
breeds had been afterwards removed. 

Inspector Mears said: About noon on October 31st 
he visited the premises of the defendant, and saw a 
dressed calf hanging up in the shop. Witness asked 
him if the calf had been branded, and defendant said it 
had not, and that two had been sent to him from Wit- 
nesham. He added that they were about two and a half 
weeks old. He had not paid for them, but estimated 
their value at 15s. The second calf was alive in the 
slaughter-house, and was not branded. When he saw 
the defendant again he told him the calf must not be 
slaughtered, and defendant said he would return it to 
the farm. 

Defendant said he had not the slightest idea that the 
law applied to the Channel Islands breeds. There were 
two bull calves which the farmer did not require, and 
rather than they should be ill-treated in a market they 
were sold privately. If the calves had been kept on the 
farm esti they were six months old the farmer would 
be the loser, 

A fine of 40s. was inflicted —Zuast Anglian Daily 
Times. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Parasitic 
Mange. { 


Swine Fever. 


Out- | Ani- 
Period. 


(a) 


Oxut- | Ani- 
breaks 


() (a) 


Slaugh- 
tered. 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Dec. 2 12 


36 71 54 17 


week in 1913... | 20 


34 91 62 134 
87 574 
33 59 53 437 


Total for 49 weeks, 1916 ies ais | 509 


Cor ding 1914s... | 679 
1913 | 548 


1981 | 4332 4111 9061 


701 $808 |$1752 3776 | 16022 
124 279 | 1530 | 2642 4143 | 38342 
23 | 148 345 | 2248 4401 2397 | 29958 


{ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th 4 ugust, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 5, 1916 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 2 


Outbreaks 
1 


1915 ... 
Corresponding Week in 1914 
1913 


Total for 49 weeks, 1916 “ 7 


1915... 2 
Corresponding period in | 1914 1 


76 


ese 1 3 
957 eee oes 462 187 943 
1 1 495 132 863 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Deo. 4, 1916 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. to Lntostios 
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